
















































































BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

March 29, 2006 (Lahaina)

respect you voted for purchasing some land — $4 million at Ukumehame. Now, it’s very
important for those of us who want to see this project and I hope that includes all of us
that we not stop there. And there has been suggested a $4.5 million as a second
acquisition and the three parcels noted are 33 acres, one at the south end of Olowalu,
Camp Pecusa, and a parcel at the north end of Olowalu.

MS. WILLENBRINK: Three minutes.

MR. ELKIN: And we would ask you, please, to consider allocating $4.5 million to continue this
program. This is not in the Budget, and unfortunately, it should be. So please would you
consider this investment in our future which will be a continuation of this vision that we
have. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Elkin. Members, questions? Ms. Johnson.
COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yes. J.J., because you’re on that task force or you have been
in conversations, the 4.5 million is for the entire 33 acres and is that still a firm figure or

was that an older figure?

MR. ELKIN: Perhaps Mike Foley who would know more about it, could we just ask him to
comment on that. I don’t know ...

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Well, what I’1l do is I’ll ask him but as far as you know that
was the last figure that you were given?

MR. ELKIN: That was the last figure that we’ve been informed about. I don’t know if there’s a
more up-to-date figure than that.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. We’ll find that out. Alright, thank you very much,
JJ.

MR. ELKIN: Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Any further questions, Members, from Mr. Elkin?
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Mr. Chair?

CHAIR KANE: Yes, Ms. Anderson.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you. You mentioned another parcel on the north
side?

MR. ELKIN: Yes. The ... let’s see, there’s three parcels at Olowalu — 33 acres. One is at the,

as I have the note here, at the south end of Olowalu and Camp Pecusa, and a parcel at the
north end of Olowalu. I think you’d just have to see a map to . . . and I apologize I don’t
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have a map to show you exactly where it is. But this is something that has been talked
about for some period of time and we realize that we can’t do everything at once. So the
first stage was the four million acquisition and we’d like to continue with the second
stage to continue this project.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you.
CHAIR KANE: Any further questions? Ihave a question, Mr. Elkin.
MR. ELKIN: Yes.

CHAIR KANE: If the Mayor didn’t put it in his Budget and we put it in, by him not putting it
there it seems to be demonstrating that it’s not a priority for him to move forward with
that discussion for an eventual acquisition. Can you help us understand the logic behind
us putting something there when the Mayor has already decided that it’s not a priority?

MR. ELKIN: I knew somebody was going to be smart enough to answer . . . to ask that
question. I’'m afraid I don’t have a good answer for that. I can only state that I guess I
can only speculate that with all the demands for money for some reason it was not put in
there. But I would point out because I know in politics there’s short term and long term
and I guess short term may be there are other demands but this is something that we feel
is very important, not just for West Maui, but if the whole of Maui, and not just for our
visitor industry, it’s for our locals too. If we had a wonderful park for eight miles, this
would be for all of Maui. So sometimes I suppose some of these longer term projects fall
by the wayside but I think it’s very important not to allow that to happen.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you for your comments. Thank you. Ms. Willenbrink.
MS. WILLENBRINK: Rick Nava, and then Isla Yap.

MR. NAVA: Good evening, Council Members. Thank you very much for traveling through the
Pali and being here with us this evening. My name is Rick Nava and I got 20 pages here
that T have to read really fast for you to act on. No. .. .(laughter). .. You know, as I was
watching the kids when I came in here earlier I remember when [ tried to testify maybe
five or six years ago when we’ve been asking for the skateboard park here in Lahaina.
Our rotary club at that time supported the park and somehow it disappeared. And every
time I'm driving down Lahainaluna Road I see these kids coming down with their skate,
you know, with their skateboard, you know, you just . . . it’s crazy. People that wants to
play basketball, they have their basketball court. People who wants to play baseball, they
have their baseball park. We need to do something with a skateboard park here because
these kids are out in front of my office riding their skateboard and I can’t get mad at them
because there’s no place for them to go. I would rather have them in my parking lot than
out on the streets so, you know, if you could just take a look at that.
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Lahainaluna Road, you know, maybe one day the Council Members could just hang out
on Lahainaluna Road and see the traffic coming down. I live on Lahainaluna Road. If I
don’t leave that place at 7:00 or after 8:00, forget it. And then from 2:00 on when school
is over, from 2:00 until about 5:00, traffic all through Lahaina. Maybe a good thing for
the Council Members is to hold their meeting here in Lahaina and see what we go
through here in Lahaina everyday. And then maybe you could experience also the people
that are driving from the other side to come in and work here and see what we’re talking
about.

I was looking at this article in the Maui News here and it says here that there’s a 14.9
increase in payroll and operating . . . it says operating I think. You know, I hope as part
of this payroll is to add on more people in the building permits because it’s frustrating for
people who are trying to set up their businesses and then they’re coming back and saying,
Rick, I can’t open my business, they told me it takes me six months to get approval for
my permit and all 'm trying to do is put up some walls. I just think that’s ridiculous. If
we need to put on more people out there to, to get people to get on those permits, I think
it’s great. I would really appreciate it if we could take a look at that. Of course, you
know, Mr. Pluta already addressed the issue we have here on the road and of course, the
safety.

I know the hospital thing is a big deal. With the State, you know, two years ago I was . ..
I had to go to the hospital. It was bad enough, but fortunately it was at 2:00 in the
morning when there’s no traffic and I was taken to the hospital and I don’t know I was
passed out so I didn’t know how long that took me but every time I hear that siren going
on . .. I know supposedly this is a State project but we could work on it together. Every
afternoon when I hear the siren goes on, I pray that there’s no accident on the road, that
somehow they make it through the other side before anything else happens. We need
your help to go on that. And lastly, I'm trying to look on the numbers here. I don’t know
if, you know, I guess I’'m just a number kind of guy.

MS. WILLENBRINK: Three minutes.
MR. NAVA: This sheet right here when I added it up it says 27,350,000 for the Capital
Improvement Program, yet on the summary it says 28,410,000. There’s 1,060,000

somewhere that disappeared on the details. So maybe that will help us with the
skateboard park. . . .(laughter). .. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Hang on, Mr. Nava. Hang on. Any questions for Mr. Nava? Good connector.
I like that one. That was smooth. Ms. Anderson.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Could you loan those two pages to us so we could see what
you’re talking about?

MR. NAVA: Sure. I’ll give it to you right now.
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CHAIR KANE: Any other questions for Mr. Nava? Thank you, Mr. Nava. Ms. Willenbrink.
MS. WILLENBRINK: Isla Yap, and Kathrine Tadeo next.

MS. YAP: Actually, it’s Isla Yap (pronounced Ila) and it’s happened my whole life so it’s no
problem. But I'm coming tonight actually just to say thank you. I work for the Maui
Economic Development Board, Women in Technology Program, and I'm a Program
Manager. And one of the . . . we’re Statewide, but one of the programs that I take care of
is Project EAST. So I've been given this wonderful project and the reason I'm here in
Lahaina tonight is I brought two of our students from the Lahainaluna EAST Lab. I
wanted to say thank you for investing in these students. The moneys that you folks give
to these labs truly are making a difference. These students are being given access to
high-end technology. They’re having access to the community working on projects that
really make a difference and I’ve been witness to all of the different things that they are
doing. We’re working with the Maui Police Department’s 911 System helping with their
GIS. We’re working with Akimeka’s Digital Bus. We’re working with the old Maui
High School restoration. We’re just doing all sorts of projects and really, really trying to
make a difference in the community.

But part of the money is that you folks give is used for these students to travel to
Arkansas every year. There’s a huge, huge EAST National Conference held in Arkansas
and the reason for that is that is where Project EAST originated. And so this year I was
given the opportunity, actually second year, to take about 50 kids from Maui, Kauai, and
the Big Island, and they get to go up and experience life in Hot Springs, Arkansas. But
more than that, they get to see what all of the other students are doing throughout the
country and compare notes and see what kind of ideas that they can come home with and
work on. So this year the Lahainaluna team went up and they truly shined, actually all of
the schools shined. We had . . . King K. was one of the top schools in the country.
Lahainaluna got a superior rating and I just wanted to thank you for that. I also want to
let you know that we’re taking Project EAST into Molokai which is really exciting. We
have community by . . . in there and they’re really excited about the project and because
it’s such a small island we really see the opportunities that will be available to the
students and community to work together. So I just wanted to say thank you. I hope you
continue to support Project EAST and 1 appreciate you guys listening. Thanks. And
anyways, here’s the lovely ladies from Lahainaluna.

CHAIR KANE: You can bend that down. .. .(referring to microphone). . . Go ahead. There
you go.

MS. GALANO: Aloha. I’m Karen Galano.
MS. TADEO: And I’m Kathrine Tadeo.

MS. GALANO: And we’re representing Lahainaluna High School’s EAST Lab as freshmen
enrolled in the EAST elective.
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MS. TADEO: At this time, our main project is partnering up with a Keiki’s Dream which is
mirrored after the Make a Wish Foundation and it’s a non-profitable organization that
helps Maui’s children in crisis. It doesn’t only help children with a disability or diseases
but it helps those who just need to find happiness in their lives. We, the EAST students,
help the Keiki’s Dream by improving their website as well as creating videos for them to
show at their board meetings.

MS. GALANO: We use various programs such as Adobe Premier to make movies, Adobe
Photoshop to make posters to promote organizations, and we just use like a lot of
different other programs that your funding or money provides for us to get those
programs to use. With it being our first year in EAST we were able to attend the EAST
Conference and it was a really great experience because we’re able to showcase what
Maui’s EAST Lab does for their community. And it was a really good experience and
we just want to thank you, the County Members, for providing us with the funding for
this program.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you very much. Members, any questions for these young ladies?
Hearing none. Thank you very much.

MS. TADEO: Thank you.
MS. GALANO: Thank you.
CHAIR KANE: We appreciate your testimony this evening. Ms. Willenbrink.

MS. WILLENBRINK: Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chair. Our last person to sign up to testify is
Butch Soares. Is there anyone else? And Colby Rapp, if she ever came back. Okay.

MR. SOARES: You only give me three minutes so I gotta really make it on a short note, okay.
Oh, you get four minutes. Thank you very much. Portuguese are famous for talking at
least four minutes. Okay, I'm Butch Soares and I’m here to speak to you in two . . . in
two primary roles. Number one is the fact that I happen to be born and raised in Lahaina.
It’s getting harder and harder for me to stay in Lahaina only because the property taxes
we have are beyond description. I happen to have inherited a piece of property that my
dad bought, actually my grandfather bought, only 60 years ago for $910 and he built the
house himself for $1,000 in material. We just got our new assessment for that property.
It just happens that nothing’s been done other than we painted the house every five years.
It’s not worth $800,000. I guess I gotta go back to my tenant and tell ‘em, guess what,
you gotta subsidize the County for me because I don’t really want to subsidize the
County by myself, put it that way. The other thing is on my residence which I bought 25
years ago for $8,000 for the lot and a grand total of around 80,000 for the house and
furnishings is now worth $900,000. I hate to tell you guys, but you know what, I started
work at Sheraton a few years ago, like about 35, and my wages hasn’t gone up
proportionately. So I really find it a challenge for me to say, gee, I want to stay in
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Lahaina until the day I die. But it’s very much a challenge. And the gentleman back here
spoke eloquently to the tax thing. You guys read the paper. You guys know what
everybody is saying. If you told everybody to show up that had a property tax issue, this
building would be too small because half of them are working on their second job.

Now having said that, I’'m on the Fire and Safety Commission. We had a situation a few
months ago where we were dictated to say we had to evacuate the property, all the hotels
in West Maui, because of a disaster. Hope you guys know where all those people were
gonna go. Because they’re gonna up Rick Nava’s street on Lahainaluna Road to get to
Nahienaena, Lahaina Intermediate, and Lahainaluna because those are the only three
disaster areas that are accredited by our Civil Defense. So we only gotta put 17,000
people up that street in a period of whatever. We need to find alternate sources. We
gotta be creative. You know, I mean everybody knows that West Maui has grown and
what have we done with our facilities. We just are not--

MS. WILLENBRINK: Three minutes.

MR. SOARES: --. .. everybody is saying how much money West Maui contributes in property
taxes. Do we get a fair return back? Do we get 21 percent back? It’s very hard for the
people in Lahaina to see that.

And finally, I would like to have you support the issue that is being presented in the
Budget relative to the Police and the Fire improvements for Haiku, Kaunakakai, and
other . . . other human services. The Police and the Fire Department I think, especially in
Lahaina, I mean they get a call every hour. And having said that, my four minutes are up.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Soares. Members, any questions for Mr. Soares? Hearing
none. Thank you very much for your testimony.

MR. SOARES: Thank you for your time.
CHAIR KANE: Thank you. Ms. Willenbrink, was Mr. Soares the last person signed up?
MS. WILLENBRINK: Yes.

CHAIR KANE: If there’s anybody in this room that has not signed up to testify that would like
to testify, now is your opportunity. If you can, please come to the mike, state your name
for the record, and then we’ll have you sign up once you complete your testimony.

MS. GALLANT: Hello. My name is Elaine Gallant and I am an avid tennis player here on
Maui and I would like to ask the Council to please approve the two tennis courts that is in
the Mayor’s Budget for Kula. They desperately need them. And to Jo Anne Johnson, I’d
like to plant a seed. Within the next zero to three years on the West Side, we are going to
lose 30 of 52 tennis courts, and we rely heavily on the resorts for those courts. They are
closing them down. They are building towers. They’re building garages. Even the much
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needed Wetlands Restoration Program is taking courts, which is fine. We’re not afraid to
give those up but the children have no place to play. The high schools offer tennis. They
are going to be fighting with the adult leagues, the junior leagues, to try and play.
There’s no place to go. The County has blessed us with five courts on this side. It will
not be enough. When we lose our 30 courts, when we lose our two there, it’s not going to
be enough. In 2006 is the last year Maui will be able to sponsor the Adult Sectionals.
That’s 600 players and their families Statewide. They will not do it in 2007 for the fear
of the courts we are losing. And I just want to plant that seed that the Council, please, we
have many problems due to growth and one of the silent ones is the tennis courts that we
are losing and no one will have a place to play. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Gallant. Members, any questions? Ms. Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yes. Ijust wondered if you had an opportunity to visit with
our Parks Department. I see Mr. Steve Ashfield is in the back because one of the things
that I have received correspondence on is the issue of the lost of tennis courts. It
probably is not going to happen all at one time but . . .(change tape). . . if you have not
yet, could you please visit with Parks so that we can help to identify some sites because
that’s gonna be our biggest challenge is where to locate them.

MS. GALLANT: I would be happy to. The Maui District Tennis Association has . . . well,
actually, I volunteered for it. I had the pleasure of serving on jury duty so I got real
passionate at the moment and I said, well, I’'m gonna get involved, and I chose to be the
Chair for the SOC Committee which is Save Our Courts. And you probably will be
hearing from us. I hope to talk with a lot of people. Ihope to plant a lot of seeds. I hope
o save our courts.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yeah, and, and one other suggestion I have is the General
Plan Advisory Committee which Mr. Foley, he’s with Planning, if you could give them
your input because they are gathering input for the various needs--

MS. GALLANT: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: --and future planning for the communities.

MS. GALLANT: Thank you. I’d like to see you after because I’'m new to the island, fairly new,
and I don’t know . .. I don’t know any of you but . . .

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: But thank you very much.
MS. GALLANT: Thank you.
CHAIR KANE: Ms. Gallant, I don’t know if you’ve already signed up. If you haven’t already,

if you can, please see our secretary. Is there anybody else here in the room that has not
testified that would like to share their comments? Now is your opportunity. Seeing

- 34 -



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

March 29, 2006 (Lahaina)

nobody approach. Mr. Erfer, we’ll allow you to . . . we’ll give you an additional three
minutes, Sir.

MR. ERFER: Thank you. I very much appreciate it. I’'m now speaking with my President of
the Kaanapali Hillside Homeowners Association hat and less formally representing other
associations in the area that . . . who’s only ingress and egress to their residence is by
Puukolii Road. Over 20 years ago when the County approved the build out of over 800
residences, it left us with a ridiculous situation known as Puukolii Road which is a three-
quarter mile of winding substandard feeder road from the highway to our subdivisions.
The great majority of the road is owned by the County with other sections owned by
Pioneer Mill, now Kaanapali Development Corp., and a section owned by Obayashi of
Hawaii, who was one of the prior developers in the area. The current road with curb on
one side, no sidewalks, is falling apart. I’m sorry, it’s not falling apart, it has fallen apart
and continues to deteriorate due to constant traffic of large construction and farm
vehicles. No one in the County will take responsibility for repaving the road, bringing
the road up to minimal standards including installation of a sidewalk that is desperately
needed. Walking along this road is truly not safe and it is walked along very frequently
as it leads to the beach.

This is a situation that today, through your diligence, the County tries to avoid when
approving developments. But bad government got us into this situation 20 years ago, bad
government and bad planning, and today we need responsible good government to solve
this problem. We ask for responsible County officials to take up our cause and fix our
road. Please do what’s necessary to fix this untenable situation and I ask for your help in
any possible way.

In response to some of your questions previously, the Mayor is not really in favor of this.
His response has been that the County doesn’t own the road. Even though the County
owns 90 percent of it, the County does not own the whole road. Whether the other
owners would be willing to give it to the County, probably, but the Mayor doesn’t want
to accept it until it’s brought up to standard. So we’re in this Catch-22 situation and
we’re not getting anywhere and I’ve been working on this for two years. I have a letter
from the prior . . . from Coloma-Agaran who is the prior Department of . . . okay, saying
that it would be done, and then the Mayor got a hold of that and nixed the whole idea.
I’'m just frustrated and the people who live up there are very frustrated. The potholes
continue to be filled even though the Mayor says that they don’t own the road so we’re
afraid to, you know, to bring that up to the Mayor and say why are you filling the
potholes if you don’t own the road. Anyway, whatever you can do is appreciated. We
need more money in the West Maui road budget . . . road repair budget.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. Any questions, Members?
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Chair?

CHAIR KANE: Ms. Anderson.
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COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: You say that the County in the past has filled the potholes?
MR. ERFER: Daily it seems like. Idon’t know if it’s your doing or what, Jo Anne, but . . .
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: How long have you lived there?

MR. ERFER: How long have I lived there? Almost eight years.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Eight years, and so in that eight-year period of time you’ve
observed the potholes being filled on a regular basis by County. And has the road ever
been resurfaced by the County?

MR. ERFER: No, and I--

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Never.

MR. ERFER: --have letters back to the early 1990’s when they were asked to resurface it and
again the response from Linda Lingle was that they didn’t own the road so why resurface
it.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Could you forward a copy of the letter from Mr. Agaran--

MR. ERFER: Yes. Be happy to.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --to our Committee?

MR. ERFER: Be happy to.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: That would be very helpful. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: We’d also want to get a copy of your . . .

MR. ERFER: Twill

CHAIR KANE: Make sure you get that to us. Call Lance and you can fax it over to Lance
Taguchi, our Staff.

MR. ERFER: Okay.
CHAIR KANE: Any further questions, Members? Hearing none. Bruce, thank you very much.
MR. ERFER: Thank you.

...END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .
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CHAIR KANE: Ladies and gentlemen, we want to thank you for allowing us to be here this
evening and hearing your concerns and your comments regarding the Budget.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS.
ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion.

CHAIR KANE: We will be convening in the Council Chambers tomorrow morning as we do
daily and you can see that live on Akaku. We play those meetings live and we encourage
you to engage with anyone or all of the Members on your issues. We will be meeting in
Hana tomorrow evening so if you have family, friends, or associates that are going to be
in Hana, we plan to be there, pending the weather of course, which by the way Members 1
have to make an announcement on the weather in a moment. But we will be in Hana
tomorrow evening to do the same thing that we’re doing tonight, as well as next week
we’ll be in Molokai, Lanai, and we’re moving around the County. So we want to thank
you for allowing us to be here with you folks tonight. Members, just an announcement
since I have all of you here. There’s been a flash flood warning in the Maalaea/Pali area
between 7:30 and 9:30 so please proceed with caution. Thank you very much. This
meeting is adjourned. .. .(gavel). ..

ADJOURN: 743 p.m.

. APPROVED:

L
DAINP , Chair
Budget and Finance i

bf:min:060329-lahaina Transcribed by: Clarita Balala
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